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Spartanburg Public Safety Department
Police Services

Employee Awards

   On May 13, 2010, the Public Safety Department recognized the following employees for their contributions to 
improving the quality of life in the City of Spartanburg.

Rookie Firefighter of the Year – Firefighter Wayne Jennings•	
Rookie Officer of the Year – Officer Kenneth Pruitt•	
Non-Sworn Employee of the Year – Lavinia Hurley •	
Distinguished Service – School Crossing Guard Ann Hoffman•	
Police Problem Solving – Master Patrol Officer Christopher Banks•	
Fire Problem Solving – Fire Marshal Michael Julazadeh•	
Police Community Service – Master Patrol Officer Susan Sutton •	
Fire Community Service – Lieutenant Michael Roper•	
Police Leadership – Sergeant Mark Hillers•	
Fire Leadership – Battalion Chief Richard Balmer•	
Officer of the Year – Master Patrol Officer Christopher Roberts•	
Firefighter of the Year – Lieutenant Jamie Pruitt•	
Life Saving – Captain Samuel Osment, Senior Firefighter Patrick McDaniel, Lieutenant Jamie Pruitt, •	

		   Sergeant Christopher Lamb
Director’s Award of Excellence – Fire Chief Bill Ale•	

The following Public Safety employees were given Honorable 
Mention recognition: Bradley Petty (Fire Mechanic), Diedric 
Pough, Lavinia Hurley, Lieutenant Tim Suber, Captain Pierre 
Brewton, Captain Samuel Osment, Officer Dana Dillard, Officer 
Ashley Owens, Firefighter Bradley Bennett, Master Patrol Of-
ficer Christopher Banks. 

Burglary Reduction
  
   In 2009, the Public Safety Department dedicated an officer to address the increasing number of residential and 
commercial burglaries within our city. The officer assigned these duties has worked diligently to make a signifi-
cant impact on the number of burglaries. 
   
   A continued focus on crime prevention efforts, 
education and enforcement activities has enabled 
the citizens of Spartanburg to realize a signifi-
cant decrease in reported burglaries.
  
   In 2008 there were 945 reported burglaries. In 
2009 there were 788 burglaries and in 2010 there 
were 692.  That is a 12% decrease in burglaries 
from last year and a 27% decrease from 2008.  
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Fire Fatalities

Spartanburg Public Safety Department
Fire Services

Total Fire Incidents

Fire Division
  
   Over the past several years the Spartanburg Public Safety Fire 
Division has worked to reduce the number of fire deaths and fire 
related injuries. Fire personnel have engaged in outreach activities 
at local schools, community events and in neighborhoods. In 2010, 
fire personnel participated in 108 safety events and distributed pre-
vention information to 864 citizens.  

   In 2010, the Fire Division partnered with Converse and Wofford Colleges to provide fire extinguisher training to 
the schools’ resident advisors and resident directors. Campus staff also received training that would enhance their 
ability to respond to campus emergencies. 

   The Fire Division completed its second full year of “Fire in the Streets” (F.I.T.S). Firefighters visited neighbor-
hoods in the community for 7 months on Tuesday nights.  Personnel went door-to-door distributing safety infor-
mation, testing and installing smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors, and answering questions about fire 
safety. 

   For many years, the Fire Division has partnered with Spartanburg 
Safe Kids by installing child safety seats. Any parent or guardian of 
a child who utilizes a child safety seat can get instructions on how to 
properly install the seat while a firefighter installs the seat. The Fire 
Division will also check seats to ensure they are properly installed.   
To make an appointment call 864-596-2083.

   Fire personnel continue to participate in school fire drills throughout the city and assist with emergency plan-
ning programs. These programs will help improve our familiarity with these important facilities while improving 
safety. 

   Fire personnel continued the partnerships with county fire agencies and have remained active with the Spartan-
burg County Fire Chiefs’ Association to increase cooperation and improve incident scene safety during fire and 
rescue emergencies.  
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*Includes manslaughter, simple assault and intimidation which are not part of the Index Crimes as defined          
  by the FBI.

Crimes Against Persons* Crimes Against Property

Index Crimes

   Index Crimes are defined as murder and non-negligent manslaughter, robbery, forcible rape, aggravated assault, 
burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft, and arson.  

   In the City of Spartanburg, these crimes decreased by 441 in 2010 as compared to 2009.  Index Crimes have 
declined dramatically since 2001 (down 27.9%) and continue to remain 16.3% below the ten year average.  This 
pattern of decline has closely mirrored overall crime rates throughout the United States.

Spartanburg Public Safety Department
2010 Statistical Summary
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Mission

   We, the Public Safety Department of Spartanburg, are committed to providing high quality Police and Fire 
services in partnership with the community through dedicated efforts and innovative programs. Our success is 
critical for improving the quality of life in our city through promoting safety while maintaining respect for human 
dignity and the individual rights of our citizens. 

Spartanburg Public Safety Department

False Alarm Reduction Program
   
   In 2010, an impressive 75% of all residential and commercial alarm users experienced no false alarms at all. A 
total of 3,224 alarm users had zero false alarm activations in 2010. This is up from 2,745 from 2009. The follow-
ing pie graphs shows that more alarm users (as a percentage of total alarm users for a given year) are achieving 
the zero false alarm threshold. This statistic, which is supported by the low false dispatch rate, is indicative of the 
success of the overall false alarm reduction program. 
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